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Week Commencing: 7th December-                    
Advent 2    

It is Christmas Tree Festival weekend.  Don’t forget to come and see the trees (details below).  On 
Sunday we have a 10.00am All Age Holy Communion, in among the trees. Sunday is also the last day 
of our Christmas Tree festival for which we will have a closing service at 6.00pm. We hope to see many 
of you there to see all the wonderful trees and celebrate the end of a successful event.   

The Collect                                                                                          
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again     
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer                   
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord

 
First Reading  
1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit 
of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious 

 



                       Isaiah 11. 1-10 
 
Gospel 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.”’ 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

Matthew 3. 1-12 
Sunday’s Hymns:   
P:  27   Colours of Day 
Taize Gloria   
G:  42   Longing for Light    
O:  638   Give me joy in my heart     
R:  160   Make way, make way       
 
 
Prayer suggestions for this week: 

- For our Advent season  
- For our PCC and church officers, and for those covering the vacancy. 
- For the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, nominated as the next Archbishop of 

Canterbury 
- For the strengthening of our efforts to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth. 
- For a just and sustainable peace in Ukraine and Russia, Palestine and Israel, and Sudan  
- For our local schools and teachers and all children and young people in education. 
- For a successful Christmas Tree Festival …. and for stamina and lots of helpers! 
- For all those who live and work in Sandringham Road   
- For those baptised recently 

- For all those whose anniversary of baptism falls in December   
- The sick and their carers : Valerie Bosley, Bridget Morris, Jacqueline Lewis, Angela Baldwin, 

Baby Keeon, Aram Hakobian, Joan Lynch, Alicia Little, Ralph Hinchliffe, Harry,                      
Andrew Sheppard, Jenny, Adam, John Cotterill, Barbara Romaker  

- Those who have died recently, and those who mourn them 
- Those whose anniversary of death falls in December 



Rotas for next week   
Sunday 14th December: Advent 3   
Reader: Jacqueline Intercede: Ruth S  Chalice: Jean TD        Sound: Simon  
Welcomers: Jacqueline, Fiona and Lucy          Coffee: Sally and Kate     Children: Sam  
 
Our church is floodlit at night.   

 

The church floodlighting this week has been sponsored by Bridget Morris 
“In loving memory of Keith Morris and Graham Sterling” 

 
To sponsor the floodlighting please fill in the form at the back of church or email: 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk    
It is suggested the minimum donation for weekly sponsorship is £15. 
 
 
What’s on…. This week: 
 
Sunday 7th  10.00 am, All Age Holy Communion  
   12.00 noon -5.30pm Christmas Tree Festival  
   6.00 pm – Christmas Tree Closing Service 
 
Monday 8th   CTF take down day  
  
Tuesday 9th     8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom   
   St Piran’s school rehearsals and carol services  
               
Wednesday 10th 8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom  
   10.00 am Holy Communion  
   1.45pm School rehearsals 
 
Thursday 11th  8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom     
   9.30 am Baby and Toddler Party  
   1.30 pm, Thursday Teas  
   2pm, School Nativity  
     
Friday 12th  8.30 am, Morning Prayer  
   9.30 am, School Nativity  
    
Sunday 14th              10.00 am, Parish Communion   
               
 
 
 
 
Sundays at Six:   All Services are at 6.00pm    Zoom link: use Sunday morning or as specified above 
 

7th December Christmas Tree Festival Service, at St. Luke’s (Tree Festival 5th - 7th Dec.) 
21st Dec. 6.00 pm  Carol Services at each church 



 
      
EMBRACE reflections and vigils for Advent 
 
Embrace is the Christian development charity tackling poverty and injustice in the Middle East. This 
Advent, Embrace invites us to journey with them in a series of reflections delivered weekly by email. 
They will also offer on-line vigils at 7pm on Monday evenings. 
 
The reflections look at passages from Isaiah and are shaped by the theme Building the Kingdom of 
the Prince of Peace. The on-line vigils will be a time of prayer, music, and reflection, introduced by 
the Dean of the Community of the Cross of Nails. They will feature video reflections from Embrace 
partners, exploring how we can live out the themes of peace-building in our communities and world.  
Sign up for the reflections and/or vigils at https://embraceme.org/advent-reflections 
 
Our Regular activities: 
The 8.00 Holy Communion service will continue to be monthly, on the 2nd Sunday.  
Midweek Holy Communion is at 10 am weekly, followed by coffee  
Baby and Toddler group meets on Thursdays, 9.30 – 11.00 am term time only.  We meet in church.   
Messy Church continues on the first (usually) Friday, monthly, 4-5.30pm. next date 28th Nov. 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk to book a place.   
Keeping Company is our monthly meeting for those bereaved (at any time).  Third Thursday at 3pm, 
in church.   
Thursday Teas meets in the community hall offering tea, cake and conversation.  Second Thursdays 
monthly, 1.30 pm.   
Thursday Lunches meets fourth Thursday of the month, usually at the Toby Cavery but please contact 
Jean Tyrwhitt-Drake on Jeant-d2@outlook.com for further details.   
Gaynor’s Gift is a prayer shawl knitting ministry that anyone can take part in at home.  We meet 
together monthly to pray, knit and drink tea.  4th Thursdays monthly.  
 
 
Please note that for Zoom services the links below are being used: 
Sunday Morning Worship:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87358197400?pwd=MTFxVlNad1R6NEl6cVZ6TVJ5bGlzdz09  
Meeting ID: 873 5819 7400   Passcode: 526076 
 
Zoom Morning Prayer at 8.30 am Tuesday – Friday (no Saturday during the vacancy) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81459090925?pwd=Y2hKZkFYZ04zbGZBd1BHcmlldU5Hdz09  
Meeting ID:   814 5909 0925   Passcode: 180609  



 
 

 

 

Christmas Tree Festival - 5th – 7th December 
Friday 5th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm,  

Sunday 7th December 
Midday - 5.30 pm 

6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service 
 

Sunday 21st December 
6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, by candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December 
4.00pm, Candlelit Crib Services 

10.00 pm ‘Midnight Mass’ 
 

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December 
10.00 am, Parish Communion 
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Friday 5th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm,  

Sunday 7th December 
Midday - 5.30 pm 

6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service 
 

Sunday 21st December 
6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, by candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December 
4.00pm, Candlelit Crib Services 

10.00 pm ‘Midnight Mass’ 
 

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December 
10.00 am, Parish Communion 
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Week Commencing: 7th December-                    
Advent 2    

It is Christmas Tree Festival weekend.  Don’t forget to come and see the trees (details below).  On 
Sunday we have a 10.00am All Age Holy Communion, in among the trees. Sunday is also the last day 
of our Christmas Tree festival for which we will have a closing service at 6.00pm. We hope to see many 
of you there to see all the wonderful trees and celebrate the end of a successful event.   

The Collect                                                                                          
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again     
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer                   
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord

 
First Reading  
1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit 
of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious 

 



                       Isaiah 11. 1-10 
 
Gospel 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.”’ 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

Matthew 3. 1-12 
Sunday’s Hymns:   
P:  27   Colours of Day 
Taize Gloria   
G:  42   Longing for Light    
O:  638   Give me joy in my heart     
R:  160   Make way, make way       
 
 
Prayer suggestions for this week: 

- For our Advent season  
- For our PCC and church officers, and for those covering the vacancy. 
- For the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, nominated as the next Archbishop of 

Canterbury 
- For the strengthening of our efforts to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth. 
- For a just and sustainable peace in Ukraine and Russia, Palestine and Israel, and Sudan  
- For our local schools and teachers and all children and young people in education. 
- For a successful Christmas Tree Festival …. and for stamina and lots of helpers! 
- For all those who live and work in Sandringham Road   
- For those baptised recently 

- For all those whose anniversary of baptism falls in December   
- The sick and their carers : Valerie Bosley, Bridget Morris, Jacqueline Lewis, Angela Baldwin, 

Baby Keeon, Aram Hakobian, Joan Lynch, Alicia Little, Ralph Hinchliffe, Harry,                      
Andrew Sheppard, Jenny, Adam, John Cotterill, Barbara Romaker  

- Those who have died recently, and those who mourn them 
- Those whose anniversary of death falls in December 



Rotas for next week   
Sunday 14th December: Advent 3   
Reader: Jacqueline Intercede: Ruth S  Chalice: Jean TD        Sound: Simon  
Welcomers: Jacqueline, Fiona and Lucy          Coffee: Sally and Kate     Children: Sam  
 
Our church is floodlit at night.   

 

The church floodlighting this week has been sponsored by Bridget Morris 
“In loving memory of Keith Morris and Graham Sterling” 

 
To sponsor the floodlighting please fill in the form at the back of church or email: 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk    
It is suggested the minimum donation for weekly sponsorship is £15. 
 
 
What’s on…. This week: 
 
Sunday 7th  10.00 am, All Age Holy Communion  
   12.00 noon -5.30pm Christmas Tree Festival  
   6.00 pm – Christmas Tree Closing Service 
 
Monday 8th   CTF take down day  
  
Tuesday 9th     8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom   
   St Piran’s school rehearsals and carol services  
               
Wednesday 10th 8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom  
   10.00 am Holy Communion  
   1.45pm School rehearsals 
 
Thursday 11th  8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom     
   9.30 am Baby and Toddler Party  
   1.30 pm, Thursday Teas  
   2pm, School Nativity  
     
Friday 12th  8.30 am, Morning Prayer  
   9.30 am, School Nativity  
    
Sunday 14th              10.00 am, Parish Communion   
               
 
 
 
 
Sundays at Six:   All Services are at 6.00pm    Zoom link: use Sunday morning or as specified above 
 

7th December Christmas Tree Festival Service, at St. Luke’s (Tree Festival 5th - 7th Dec.) 
21st Dec. 6.00 pm  Carol Services at each church 



 
      
EMBRACE reflections and vigils for Advent 
 
Embrace is the Christian development charity tackling poverty and injustice in the Middle East. This 
Advent, Embrace invites us to journey with them in a series of reflections delivered weekly by email. 
They will also offer on-line vigils at 7pm on Monday evenings. 
 
The reflections look at passages from Isaiah and are shaped by the theme Building the Kingdom of 
the Prince of Peace. The on-line vigils will be a time of prayer, music, and reflection, introduced by 
the Dean of the Community of the Cross of Nails. They will feature video reflections from Embrace 
partners, exploring how we can live out the themes of peace-building in our communities and world.  
Sign up for the reflections and/or vigils at https://embraceme.org/advent-reflections 
 
Our Regular activities: 
The 8.00 Holy Communion service will continue to be monthly, on the 2nd Sunday.  
Midweek Holy Communion is at 10 am weekly, followed by coffee  
Baby and Toddler group meets on Thursdays, 9.30 – 11.00 am term time only.  We meet in church.   
Messy Church continues on the first (usually) Friday, monthly, 4-5.30pm. next date 28th Nov. 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk to book a place.   
Keeping Company is our monthly meeting for those bereaved (at any time).  Third Thursday at 3pm, 
in church.   
Thursday Teas meets in the community hall offering tea, cake and conversation.  Second Thursdays 
monthly, 1.30 pm.   
Thursday Lunches meets fourth Thursday of the month, usually at the Toby Cavery but please contact 
Jean Tyrwhitt-Drake on Jeant-d2@outlook.com for further details.   
Gaynor’s Gift is a prayer shawl knitting ministry that anyone can take part in at home.  We meet 
together monthly to pray, knit and drink tea.  4th Thursdays monthly.  
 
 
Please note that for Zoom services the links below are being used: 
Sunday Morning Worship:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87358197400?pwd=MTFxVlNad1R6NEl6cVZ6TVJ5bGlzdz09  
Meeting ID: 873 5819 7400   Passcode: 526076 
 
Zoom Morning Prayer at 8.30 am Tuesday – Friday (no Saturday during the vacancy) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81459090925?pwd=Y2hKZkFYZ04zbGZBd1BHcmlldU5Hdz09  
Meeting ID:   814 5909 0925   Passcode: 180609  



 
 

 

 

Christmas Tree Festival - 5th – 7th December 
Friday 5th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm,  

Sunday 7th December 
Midday - 5.30 pm 

6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service 
 

Sunday 21st December 
6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, by candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December 
4.00pm, Candlelit Crib Services 

10.00 pm ‘Midnight Mass’ 
 

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December 
10.00 am, Parish Communion 
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It is Christmas Tree Festival weekend.  Don’t forget to come and see the trees (details below).  On 
Sunday we have a 10.00am All Age Holy Communion, in among the trees. Sunday is also the last day 
of our Christmas Tree festival for which we will have a closing service at 6.00pm. We hope to see many 
of you there to see all the wonderful trees and celebrate the end of a successful event.   
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Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again     
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
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Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord
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1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit 
of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious 
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Gospel 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.”’ 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  
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- For a successful Christmas Tree Festival …. and for stamina and lots of helpers! 
- For all those who live and work in Sandringham Road   
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Andrew Sheppard, Jenny, Adam, John Cotterill, Barbara Romaker  
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3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  
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Thursday Lunches meets fourth Thursday of the month, usually at the Toby Cavery but please contact 
Jean Tyrwhitt-Drake on Jeant-d2@outlook.com for further details.   
Gaynor’s Gift is a prayer shawl knitting ministry that anyone can take part in at home.  We meet 
together monthly to pray, knit and drink tea.  4th Thursdays monthly.  
 
 
Please note that for Zoom services the links below are being used: 
Sunday Morning Worship:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87358197400?pwd=MTFxVlNad1R6NEl6cVZ6TVJ5bGlzdz09  
Meeting ID: 873 5819 7400   Passcode: 526076 
 
Zoom Morning Prayer at 8.30 am Tuesday – Friday (no Saturday during the vacancy) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81459090925?pwd=Y2hKZkFYZ04zbGZBd1BHcmlldU5Hdz09  
Meeting ID:   814 5909 0925   Passcode: 180609  



 
 

 

 

Christmas Tree Festival - 5th – 7th December 
Friday 5th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm,  

Sunday 7th December 
Midday - 5.30 pm 

6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service 
 

Sunday 21st December 
6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, by candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December 
4.00pm, Candlelit Crib Services 

10.00 pm ‘Midnight Mass’ 
 

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December 
10.00 am, Parish Communion 
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www.stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk 
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Church Office:  01628 622733 
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Week Commencing: 7th December-                    
Advent 2    

It is Christmas Tree Festival weekend.  Don’t forget to come and see the trees (details below).  On 
Sunday we have a 10.00am All Age Holy Communion, in among the trees. Sunday is also the last day 
of our Christmas Tree festival for which we will have a closing service at 6.00pm. We hope to see many 
of you there to see all the wonderful trees and celebrate the end of a successful event.   

The Collect                                                                                          
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again     
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer                   
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord

 
First Reading  
1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit 
of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea.  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious 

 



                       Isaiah 11. 1-10 
 
Gospel 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.”’ 

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

Matthew 3. 1-12 
Sunday’s Hymns:   
P:  27   Colours of Day 
Taize Gloria   
G:  42   Longing for Light    
O:  638   Give me joy in my heart     
R:  160   Make way, make way       
 
 
Prayer suggestions for this week: 

- For our Advent season  
- For our PCC and church officers, and for those covering the vacancy. 
- For the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, nominated as the next Archbishop of 

Canterbury 
- For the strengthening of our efforts to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and 

renew the life of the earth. 
- For a just and sustainable peace in Ukraine and Russia, Palestine and Israel, and Sudan  
- For our local schools and teachers and all children and young people in education. 
- For a successful Christmas Tree Festival …. and for stamina and lots of helpers! 
- For all those who live and work in Sandringham Road   
- For those baptised recently 

- For all those whose anniversary of baptism falls in December   
- The sick and their carers : Valerie Bosley, Bridget Morris, Jacqueline Lewis, Angela Baldwin, 

Baby Keeon, Aram Hakobian, Joan Lynch, Alicia Little, Ralph Hinchliffe, Harry,                      
Andrew Sheppard, Jenny, Adam, John Cotterill, Barbara Romaker  

- Those who have died recently, and those who mourn them 
- Those whose anniversary of death falls in December 



Rotas for next week   
Sunday 14th December: Advent 3   
Reader: Jacqueline Intercede: Ruth S  Chalice: Jean TD        Sound: Simon  
Welcomers: Jacqueline, Fiona and Lucy          Coffee: Sally and Kate     Children: Sam  
 
Our church is floodlit at night.   

 

The church floodlighting this week has been sponsored by Bridget Morris 
“In loving memory of Keith Morris and Graham Sterling” 

 
To sponsor the floodlighting please fill in the form at the back of church or email: 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk    
It is suggested the minimum donation for weekly sponsorship is £15. 
 
 
What’s on…. This week: 
 
Sunday 7th  10.00 am, All Age Holy Communion  
   12.00 noon -5.30pm Christmas Tree Festival  
   6.00 pm – Christmas Tree Closing Service 
 
Monday 8th   CTF take down day  
  
Tuesday 9th     8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom   
   St Piran’s school rehearsals and carol services  
               
Wednesday 10th 8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom  
   10.00 am Holy Communion  
   1.45pm School rehearsals 
 
Thursday 11th  8.30 am, Morning prayer on zoom     
   9.30 am Baby and Toddler Party  
   1.30 pm, Thursday Teas  
   2pm, School Nativity  
     
Friday 12th  8.30 am, Morning Prayer  
   9.30 am, School Nativity  
    
Sunday 14th              10.00 am, Parish Communion   
               
 
 
 
 
Sundays at Six:   All Services are at 6.00pm    Zoom link: use Sunday morning or as specified above 
 

7th December Christmas Tree Festival Service, at St. Luke’s (Tree Festival 5th - 7th Dec.) 
21st Dec. 6.00 pm  Carol Services at each church 



 
      
EMBRACE reflections and vigils for Advent 
 
Embrace is the Christian development charity tackling poverty and injustice in the Middle East. This 
Advent, Embrace invites us to journey with them in a series of reflections delivered weekly by email. 
They will also offer on-line vigils at 7pm on Monday evenings. 
 
The reflections look at passages from Isaiah and are shaped by the theme Building the Kingdom of 
the Prince of Peace. The on-line vigils will be a time of prayer, music, and reflection, introduced by 
the Dean of the Community of the Cross of Nails. They will feature video reflections from Embrace 
partners, exploring how we can live out the themes of peace-building in our communities and world.  
Sign up for the reflections and/or vigils at https://embraceme.org/advent-reflections 
 
Our Regular activities: 
The 8.00 Holy Communion service will continue to be monthly, on the 2nd Sunday.  
Midweek Holy Communion is at 10 am weekly, followed by coffee  
Baby and Toddler group meets on Thursdays, 9.30 – 11.00 am term time only.  We meet in church.   
Messy Church continues on the first (usually) Friday, monthly, 4-5.30pm. next date 28th Nov. 
admin@stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk to book a place.   
Keeping Company is our monthly meeting for those bereaved (at any time).  Third Thursday at 3pm, 
in church.   
Thursday Teas meets in the community hall offering tea, cake and conversation.  Second Thursdays 
monthly, 1.30 pm.   
Thursday Lunches meets fourth Thursday of the month, usually at the Toby Cavery but please contact 
Jean Tyrwhitt-Drake on Jeant-d2@outlook.com for further details.   
Gaynor’s Gift is a prayer shawl knitting ministry that anyone can take part in at home.  We meet 
together monthly to pray, knit and drink tea.  4th Thursdays monthly.  
 
 
Please note that for Zoom services the links below are being used: 
Sunday Morning Worship:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87358197400?pwd=MTFxVlNad1R6NEl6cVZ6TVJ5bGlzdz09  
Meeting ID: 873 5819 7400   Passcode: 526076 
 
Zoom Morning Prayer at 8.30 am Tuesday – Friday (no Saturday during the vacancy) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81459090925?pwd=Y2hKZkFYZ04zbGZBd1BHcmlldU5Hdz09  
Meeting ID:   814 5909 0925   Passcode: 180609  



 
 

 

 

Christmas Tree Festival - 5th – 7th December 
Friday 5th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Saturday 6th December 
10.00 am - 7.00 pm,  

Sunday 7th December 
Midday - 5.30 pm 

6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service 
 

Sunday 21st December 
6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols, by candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December 
4.00pm, Candlelit Crib Services 

10.00 pm ‘Midnight Mass’ 
 

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December 
10.00 am, Parish Communion 
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