
Readings, Hymns and Propers for 10th January 2021, Baptism of Christ  

Hymn

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!  
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;  
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,  
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,  
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,  
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

 
These, though we bring them in trembling and 
fearfulness,  
he will accept for the name that is dear; mornings 
of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, trust for our 
trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!  
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;  
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,  
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
 
       John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) 
 

Collect: Eternal Father  
  who at the baptism of Jesus 
  revealed him to be your Son, 
  anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
  grant to us, who are born again  by water and the Spirit 
  that we may be faithful to our calling 
  as your adopted children; 
                          through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
                          who is alive and reigns with you,  
  in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let 
there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day.            
             Genesis . 1-5  
      
Gospel:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 



voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  
                                                          
             Mark 1.4-11 
  

Hymn: 
 
God is working this purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year; 
God is working this purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be: 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
From utmost east to utmost west, 
where human feet have trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God: 
“Give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea.”  
 
What can we do to work God’s work,  
to prosper and increase the love of God in all 
mankind, the reign of the Prince of Peace? 
What can we do to hasten time,  
the time that shall surely be,   
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the water cover the sea. 

 
 
March we forth in the strength of God, 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
may shine throughout the world; 
fight we fight  with sorrow and sin, 
to set the captives free, 
that the earth may be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All we can do is nothing worth 
unless God blesses the deed. 
Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 
till God gives life to the seed; 
Yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
                              
                                 Arthur C Ainger 1841-1919

 


