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A Service of the Word for the Second Sunday before Advent

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you

and also with you.
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This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Hymn: Help us to help each other

The organist will play one verse and we then say (or at home you may sing!)

Help us to help each other, Lord, Together make us free indeed
each other's load to bear; your life within us show;

that all may live in true accord, and into you, our living head,

our joys and pains to share. let us in all things grow.

Help us to build each other up, Drawn by the magnet of your love
your strength within us prove; we find our hearts made new:
increase our faith, confirm our hope, nearer each other let us move,
and fill us with your love. and nearer still to you.

Prayers of Penitence

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.

Renew a right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins,

and restore you in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Gloria

We say together

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading

1Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. 3When they say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! *But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; >for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; “for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, *°who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. !Therefore encourage one another and
build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5. 1-11
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Psalm 90.1-8, 12

Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the earth and the world were formed,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

You turn us back to dust and say:
‘Turn back, O children of earth.’

For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday,
which passes like a watch in the night.

You sweep them away like a dream;
they fade away suddenly like the grass.

In the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

For we consume away in your displeasure;
we are afraid at your wrathful indignation.

You have set our misdeeds before you
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

Second Reading

Jesus said to his disciples, **The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; >to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. **The one who had received the
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. ’In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 8But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 2°Then the one who had received the
five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, | have made five more talents.” 2*His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.” 23His
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 2Then the one
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, | knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; ?°>so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26But his master
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather
where | did not scatter? 2’Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my
return | would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and
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give it to the one with the ten talents. 2°For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”” Matthew 25.14-30
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Address

Organ piece for reflection Sicilienne (from Bach's Memento) by Charles Marie Widor.

The Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession, followed by

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.



Hymn: Go forth and tell

The organist will play one verse and we then say (or at home you may sing!)

Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take;
proclaim Christ Jesus, saviour, Lord, and king,
that all the world his worthy praise may sing.

Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
he will in grace respond to all who call:
how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?
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Blessing

Go forth and tell where still the darkness lies;
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies:
give us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind,

a love like yours which cares for all mankind.

Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:
share God's good gifts let no one be denied;

live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.

Go forth and tell! O church of God, arise!
go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till all nations his great name adore
and serve him, Lord and king for evermore
James Seddon (1915 - 1983)

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,

that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour and the majesty;

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

Yours, Lord, is the kingdom:

and you are exalted as head over all. Amen.
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