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A Service of the Word for the Seventh Sunday of Easter

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ

be with you ;':}\‘ Q)
and also with you. R
=N Y
This is the day that the Lord has made. > a1
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 2 AN

Hymn 278, Alleluia, sing to Jesus

Prayers of Penitence

What God has prepared for those who love him,

he has revealed to us through the Spirit;

for the Spirit searches everything.

Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us

and restore to us the joy of your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,

and restore you in his image

to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Collect

O God the King of glory,

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Reading Acts 1.6-14

®When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ “He replied, ‘It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. 1°While he was going and they were gazing up towards
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 'They said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.’
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12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. *When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. *All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Anthem: St. Richard’s Prayer, Forbes L’Estrange

Reading John 17.1-11

!Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so
that the Son may glorify you, %since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. °So now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world
existed.

®| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they
know that everything you have given me is from you; &for the words that you gave to
me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °l am asking on their behalf; |
am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. 1°All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been
glorified in them. *And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.’

Reflection

The Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers, concluding with...

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Hymn 163 All hail the power of Jesus’ name

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):

Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2002

Blessing (Day after Ascension Day until Pentecost; Guidance) © The Archbishops' Council

Collect (7th of Easter) © The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The Book of Common Prayer (1662)
Hymns: Choral Scholars of St. Martin in the Fields, RSCM, A Church Near You.



